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I teach to give the next generation of students a better understanding of the problems faced 
by individuals, firms, and governments and to improve their comprehension of the economic 
approaches used to study those problems. Through my many years of experience as a teaching 
assistant, guest lecturer, and student, I have developed a teaching philosophy centered on the 
external applicability of the course materials for a diverse student body. My teaching provides 
students with direct applications of the course materials in the real-world and emphasizes 
conceptual understanding. I prioritize reaching and engaging with all students, regardless of 
background, through careful course design and by fostering an inclusive classroom environment. 

I begin every lecture by providing students with a real-world problem that can be addressed 
by the materials we will cover that day. This contributes to students’ knowledge on current issues 
related to the course and shows students how to analyze those issues. I present examples from the 
news, case studies of firms, online videos, and research articles to appeal to a diverse group of 
students. During my two years as the teaching assistant for an upper-level undergraduate course on 
Agricultural Markets, I transformed the class from one primarily based on solving mathematical 
equations into one based on case studies of real producers, processors, and retailers. For example, 
when teaching students about the economics of storage, I discussed optimal storage decisions using a 
case study of a large cheese producer and a small whiskey distillery and used news articles and 
videos to discuss the storage process and associated costs for similar firms. In teaching evaluations 
from that course, one student wrote that they appreciated “the real world applications of the 
material” and another wrote that “it seemed applicable to future careers.” 

In my teaching, I emphasize keeping students engaged even with the most challenging 
materials. I devote extra time to complex concepts during discussion and present materials in 
multiple ways, making use of examples, graphical illustrations, and careful mathematical exercises. 
As a teaching assistant for a course where I taught students how to use excel to solve linear 
optimization problems, I noticed that on homework assignments most students got the correct 
numerical solutions but struggled to interpret them. To help students, I began with explaining the 
underlying intuition with a specific example—a strawberry producer wants to maximize profits. I 
showed students how changes in the producer’s labor availability and costs affected profits using 
both graphs and equations. We then solved the problem in excel and discussed the drivers of the 
results. To study for the final exam, I provided students with several practice problems and detailed 
solutions for at-home practice opportunities. Student exam performance and teaching evaluations 
provided evidence that this approach was effective. In teaching evaluations from that course, one 
student wrote that they appreciated my “ability to clarify the confusing subject matter in the 
simplest terms.”  

I believe that diverse groups of students have more robust problem-solving abilities, 
particularly if students feel comfortable expressing their unique opinions. I encourage this in my 
classroom by integrating examples from people with diverse backgrounds, by grouping students of 
different genders and ethnicities together for in-class work, by acknowledging and accepting 
multiple perspectives on each topic, and by using immigrant sensitive language. I am committed to 
creating an inclusive classroom environment so that I can foster learning for all students.  

Through my experiences in the classroom, I have honed my ability to convey the exciting 
possibilities of applying economic concepts in the real-world for students with a variety of interests. I 
continue to improve my teaching effectiveness by attending teacher trainings, listening to student 
feedback, and thinking deeply about why students become disengaged and challenged by course 
material. I am driven to continue teaching to a diverse student body so that I can improve the next 
generation’s ability to understand and apply economic approaches to everyday problems.  


