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T
here are two types of low income hous-
ing offered in California: The Califor-
nia Section 8 (Housing Choice Voucher)

Program and low-rent housing. These hous-
ing assistance programs are a federal govern-
ment initiative that aims to help low-income
families in the state to access affordable, safe
and sanitary housing.

Eligibility

Unlike most other public welfare programs, the in-
come eligibility component of low income housing
is determined based on the applicant’s income rel-
ative to the median income in their county, rather
than relative to the federal poverty level. For the
Housing Choice Voucher Program, to determine the
voucher amount that applicants are eligible for, the
California Housing Authority divides applicants into
three income categories: low, very low, and extremely
low income . The low income households are those
that earn 80% of the areas median income; the very
low-income category earns 50% of the areas median
income; and the extremely low income household is
at 30% of the areas median income. In addition to
this income-eligibility component, section 8 housing
recipients must have at least one member who is
either a U.S. citizen or registered legal alien; the
most common way that undocumented immigrants
are able to live in subsidized housing is by living with
their citizen or lawfully present children.

Program Benefits

The Housing Choice Voucher Program allows fam-
ilies to rent or purchase a house or apartment of
their choosing, and the government will pay for some
portion of the cost to stay in the residence. Low-rent
housing refers to public or privately owned subsidized
housing, which limits families to living in established
housing options for this purpose. In both cases, the
program can help reduce the cost of living signifi-
cantly. The voucher program generally covers any
portion of the rent that is more than 30% of the
household’s income.

Additional Resources

A general description of low income housing
programs:
http://www.sectioneightapplication.com

To find low-rent housing options:
http://www.hud.gov/apps/section8/

http://www.lowincomehousing.us/CA.html

An updated list of the income limits for California
applicants:
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/housing-policy-

development/housing-resource-center/

reports/state/incnote.html

A recent report on assisting low-income Californians
with affording housing:
http://www.lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/

3345
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