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T
he Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram (CSFP) is a program that sup-
plies supplemental foods to low income

elderly persons on a monthly basis. The pro-
gram is designed to meet the unique nutri-
tional needs of participants, supplementing
diets with a monthly package of healthy, nu-
tritious USDA commodities.

Eligibility

CSFP was previously a program for seniors as well as
recently pregnant women, infants, and children. As
of 2014, however, only seniors are eligible for CSFP.
In addition to being over the age of 60, California
CSFP recipients must have incomes at or below 130%
of the poverty line (see the program income eligibil-
ity guidelines sheet for specific income thresholds).
The CSFP is currently operated in California by the
San Diego Food Bank, San Francisco Food Bank,
Community Action Partnership of Orange County,
Redwood Empire Food Bank, Los Angeles Regional
Food Bank, and The Modesto Love Center. Usu-
ally, to receive benefits, senior applicants must reside
in California and be able to pick up their monthly
food packages at local distribution centers, but some
distribution centers arrange for the packages to be
delivered.

Program Benefits

CSFP provides a monthly food package of specific
commodities that are tailored to the nutritional needs

of seniors.1 Similarly to WIC, CSFP only offers a
specific bundle of food items. Unlike WIC, CSFP
packages are already assembled and do not allow
recipients to purchase the bundles themselves. Addi-
tionally, CSFP requires that recipients retrieve the
entire food package each month. After repeated inci-
dences of not picking up the monthly food packages,
CSFP benefits may be discontinued, forcing the indi-
vidual to reapply if they wish to continue receiving
benefits.

Additional Resources

General information on CSFP:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/csfp/commodity-

supplemental-food-program-csfp

More information on CSFP in California:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/fd/csfp.asp

Fact sheet on CSFP:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/

files/csfp/programFactSheet-csfp.pdf

1A list of the specific food packages from 2016 can be found at:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/csfp/

Revised-Maximum-Monthly-Distribution-Rates.pdf

Page 1 of 1

http://www.fns.usda.gov/csfp/commodity-supplemental-food-program-csfp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/csfp/commodity-supplemental-food-program-csfp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/fd/csfp.asp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/csfp/programFactSheet-csfp.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/csfp/programFactSheet-csfp.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/csfp/Revised-Maximum-Monthly-Distribution-Rates.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/csfp/Revised-Maximum-Monthly-Distribution-Rates.pdf

